The Coming Civilization
the other class controls the situation because it owns
the means of production. It owns the land, it owns
the business and the machinery. Once you place
land and business, as in Capitalism, under private
ownership, a sharply divided class system is the
result. And whatever benefits the lower class
enjoys, it is in a quite subordinate position; for the
possession of the land, the machinery, and the
money (capital) by which business is run is in the
hands of its masters.
If, in short, the sources of production are in
private hands, that creates a propertied class and a
dependent class. And, as we know, the class system
enters into our education, our social life, and our
very ideas of life. It is one of the main features of
our present civilization.